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DearꢀSir,ꢀ
Iꢀwriteꢀinꢀreplyꢀtoꢀyourꢀletterꢀdatedꢀ12thꢀOctoberꢀ2017ꢀwithꢀregardsꢀtoꢀtheꢀ
ApplicationꢀforꢀtheꢀAdditionꢀofꢀaꢀPublicꢀFootpath.ꢀ
ꢀ
Asꢀyouꢀmayꢀbeꢀawareꢀtheꢀalleywayꢀhasꢀpreviouslyꢀbeenꢀclosedꢀonꢀtheꢀcouncil’sꢀ
suggestionꢀwhichꢀremovedꢀaccessꢀaroundꢀtheꢀlateꢀ90’sꢀ/ꢀearlyꢀ2000’sꢀforꢀaꢀ
significantꢀperiodꢀofꢀtime.ꢀIꢀdoꢀnotꢀhaveꢀaꢀrecordꢀofꢀtheꢀexactꢀdatesꢀorꢀperiodꢀofꢀ
time,ꢀbutꢀIꢀexpectꢀCoventryꢀCityꢀCouncilꢀtoꢀhaveꢀaꢀrecordꢀasꢀitꢀwasꢀatꢀtheirꢀ
instigationꢀasꢀpartꢀofꢀtheirꢀwiderꢀschemeꢀtoꢀgateꢀalleywaysꢀacrossꢀtheꢀCity.ꢀDuringꢀ
thisꢀtimeꢀresidentsꢀofꢀtheꢀborderingꢀpropertiesꢀwereꢀsuppliedꢀwithꢀkeysꢀtoꢀtheꢀ
gates.ꢀInꢀpriorꢀtimesꢀIꢀalsoꢀbelieveꢀthatꢀaꢀsignꢀwasꢀdisplayedꢀstatingꢀthatꢀthisꢀisꢀ
privateꢀaccessꢀonlyꢀandꢀnotꢀaꢀrightꢀofꢀway.ꢀ
ꢀ
Withꢀregardsꢀtoꢀmyꢀviewꢀonꢀthisꢀclaim;ꢀIꢀbelieveꢀitꢀreflectsꢀtheꢀviewꢀofꢀallꢀthoseꢀ
whoseꢀpropertiesꢀborderꢀtheꢀalleywayꢀwhichꢀrunsꢀnextꢀtoꢀ151ꢀFirꢀTreeꢀAvenueꢀandꢀ
thatꢀisꢀthatꢀIꢀstronglyꢀwishꢀthatꢀtheꢀgatesꢀwouldꢀbeꢀlockedꢀandꢀtheꢀentranceꢀ
betweenꢀ171ꢀandꢀ175ꢀBroadꢀLaneꢀbeꢀadditionallyꢀgated.ꢀ
ꢀ
TheꢀwholeꢀareaꢀofꢀwhatꢀIꢀunderstandꢀtheꢀproposedꢀrouteꢀbetweenꢀBroadꢀLaneꢀ
andꢀFirꢀTreeꢀAvenueꢀtoꢀbeꢀattractsꢀlitter,ꢀcrime,ꢀnuisanceꢀandꢀanti-socialꢀ
behaviour.ꢀThisꢀisꢀparticularlyꢀtrueꢀofꢀtheꢀalleywayꢀareaꢀwhichꢀwasꢀpreviouslyꢀ
gatedꢀasꢀitꢀisꢀaꢀconvenientꢀstoppingꢀoffꢀpointꢀforꢀquickꢀdrugꢀtransactionsꢀ/ꢀtaking,ꢀ
underageꢀdrinkingꢀandꢀotherꢀundesirableꢀactivities.ꢀ
ꢀ
Mercifullyꢀtheꢀproblemsꢀtendꢀtoꢀreduceꢀduringꢀtheꢀcolderꢀmonths,ꢀbutꢀtheyꢀareꢀ
particularlyꢀprevalentꢀduringꢀtheꢀsummer.ꢀ
ꢀ ꢀ



ꢀ
Sinceꢀweꢀmovedꢀintoꢀtoꢀpropertyꢀinꢀ2012ꢀIꢀhaveꢀreportedꢀanti-socialꢀactivityꢀandꢀ
crimeꢀtoꢀtheꢀpoliceꢀwhoꢀhaveꢀonꢀseveralꢀoccasionsꢀsentꢀofficersꢀandꢀPCSOsꢀtoꢀ
performꢀwalkthroughsꢀandꢀtoꢀtalkꢀtoꢀmeꢀaboutꢀtheꢀproblem.ꢀSeveralꢀtimesꢀIꢀhaveꢀ
beenꢀtoldꢀoffꢀtheꢀrecordꢀthatꢀitꢀwouldꢀbeꢀbetterꢀforꢀallꢀconcernedꢀifꢀtheꢀgatesꢀwereꢀ
locked.ꢀUnfortunately,ꢀbecauseꢀofꢀtheꢀrelativelyꢀlowꢀpriorityꢀandꢀtheꢀ
correspondingꢀresponseꢀtimesꢀthereꢀhasꢀbeenꢀnoꢀdiscernibleꢀeffectꢀonꢀtheꢀlevelꢀofꢀ
crimeꢀandꢀantisocialꢀbehaviour.ꢀDespiteꢀbeingꢀissuedꢀwithꢀcrimeꢀreferenceꢀ
numbersꢀandꢀkeepingꢀaꢀlog,ꢀetc.ꢀIꢀhaveꢀnowꢀgivenꢀupꢀandꢀnoꢀlongerꢀbotherꢀ
reportingꢀmostꢀincidentsꢀtoꢀtheꢀpoliceꢀasꢀitꢀachievesꢀnothing.ꢀ
Iꢀhaveꢀinꢀtheꢀpastꢀcollectedꢀtheꢀevidenceꢀofꢀdrugꢀtakingꢀandꢀdrugꢀsalesꢀandꢀbeenꢀ
toldꢀthatꢀthereꢀisꢀnothingꢀthatꢀcanꢀbeꢀdoneꢀandꢀtoꢀjustꢀthrowꢀthemꢀaway.ꢀ
ꢀ
Inꢀnoꢀparticularꢀorder;ꢀtheꢀanti-socialꢀandꢀcriminalꢀactivityꢀincludes:ꢀ
• Drugꢀsalesꢀ
• Drugꢀtakingꢀ
• Publicꢀdrinkingꢀ
• Threatening,ꢀabusiveꢀandꢀaggressiveꢀbehaviourꢀ(whenꢀtryingꢀtoꢀgetꢀpeopleꢀ

performingꢀtheꢀthreeꢀaboveꢀactivitiesꢀtoꢀgoꢀaway)ꢀ
• Ringingꢀdoorbellsꢀandꢀrunningꢀawayꢀ
• Usingꢀtheꢀalleywayꢀasꢀaꢀtoiletꢀ
• Usingꢀmyꢀfrontꢀgateꢀasꢀaꢀtoiletꢀ
• Vandalismꢀ(damagingꢀmyꢀfrontꢀgates,ꢀsettingꢀfireꢀtoꢀtheꢀfence,ꢀdamagingꢀtheꢀ

fence,ꢀsprayꢀpaintingꢀaꢀ6ftꢀpenisꢀonꢀtheꢀfence,ꢀsprayingꢀtheꢀwordꢀ‘CUNT’ꢀonꢀ
theꢀfenceꢀinꢀfootꢀhighꢀletters,ꢀetc.)ꢀ

• Throwingꢀlitterꢀ(beerꢀcans,ꢀbagsꢀofꢀdogꢀpoo,ꢀtakeꢀawayꢀfood,ꢀetc.)ꢀoverꢀtheꢀfenceꢀ
andꢀintoꢀmyꢀgardenꢀasꢀwellꢀasꢀhangingꢀbagsꢀofꢀdogꢀpooꢀonꢀmyꢀgateꢀ

• Unbaggedꢀdogꢀpoo.ꢀ
• Useꢀasꢀaꢀgetawayꢀrouteꢀfromꢀburglaries.ꢀ
ꢀ
Atꢀtheꢀmomentꢀtheꢀalleywayꢀisꢀclearꢀofꢀrubbishꢀ(Iꢀcanꢀonlyꢀassumeꢀsomeoneꢀwhoꢀ
isꢀinꢀfavourꢀofꢀtheꢀproposedꢀchangeꢀhasꢀclearedꢀthisꢀupꢀbecauseꢀnormallyꢀitꢀfallsꢀtoꢀ
theꢀownersꢀofꢀtheꢀborderingꢀpropertiesꢀwhenꢀitꢀgetsꢀtooꢀoutꢀofꢀhand)ꢀbutꢀtheꢀ
rubbishꢀtypicallyꢀconsistsꢀofꢀdrugsꢀparaphernalia,ꢀemptyꢀbeerꢀcansꢀandꢀbottles,ꢀ
bagsꢀofꢀdogꢀpooꢀandꢀjunkꢀfoodꢀwrappers.ꢀTheꢀbeerꢀcansꢀareꢀalwaysꢀaꢀlotteryꢀtoꢀ
clearꢀawayꢀbecauseꢀfromꢀtimeꢀtoꢀtimeꢀoneꢀofꢀtheꢀnumberꢀisꢀhalfꢀfilledꢀwithꢀurineꢀ
forꢀsomeꢀreason.ꢀMoreꢀexoticꢀitemsꢀthatꢀI’veꢀclearedꢀawayꢀoverꢀtheꢀpastꢀfiveꢀyearsꢀ



includeꢀusedꢀcondoms,ꢀbrokenꢀpushꢀchairs,ꢀbrokenꢀumbrellas,ꢀblackꢀbagsꢀfullꢀofꢀ
householdꢀrefuseꢀandꢀofꢀcourseꢀtheꢀoccasionalꢀobligatoryꢀshoppingꢀtrolley.ꢀ
ꢀ
Iꢀamꢀconcernedꢀthatꢀtheꢀadditionꢀofꢀaꢀfootpathꢀwouldꢀleadꢀtoꢀcallsꢀforꢀlightingꢀtheꢀ
route,ꢀwhichꢀmayꢀcauseꢀtwoꢀadditionalꢀproblems.ꢀFirstlyꢀtheꢀadditionꢀofꢀanyꢀ
lamppostsꢀmayꢀimpedeꢀvehicularꢀaccessꢀtoꢀmyꢀproperty,ꢀasꢀwellꢀasꢀtoꢀnumberꢀ173ꢀ
BroadꢀLane.ꢀSecondly,ꢀtoꢀimproveꢀtheꢀsecurityꢀforꢀmyselfꢀandꢀmyꢀfamilyꢀIꢀdidꢀinꢀ
theꢀpastꢀputꢀsomeꢀlightingꢀinꢀplace.ꢀUnfortunatelyꢀthisꢀhadꢀtheꢀoppositeꢀeffectꢀandꢀ
ledꢀtoꢀmoreꢀpeopleꢀusingꢀtheꢀareaꢀforꢀhangingꢀoutꢀinꢀtheꢀeveningsꢀandꢀworsenedꢀ
theꢀpriorꢀmentionedꢀproblems.ꢀTheꢀproblemsꢀreducedꢀtoꢀtheirꢀpreviousꢀlevelsꢀ
whenꢀIꢀreturnedꢀtheꢀlightingꢀtoꢀhowꢀitꢀwasꢀpreviously.ꢀ
ꢀ
IꢀalsoꢀexpectꢀthereꢀtoꢀbeꢀcallsꢀtoꢀputꢀinꢀplaceꢀCCTVꢀequipment,ꢀbutꢀwithoutꢀ
continuousꢀmonitoringꢀthisꢀshallꢀbeꢀaꢀwastedꢀexpenseꢀasꢀdummyꢀcamerasꢀandꢀ
signsꢀhaveꢀprovedꢀtoꢀbeꢀofꢀnoꢀdeterrentꢀeffect.ꢀ
ꢀ
TheꢀonlyꢀthingꢀthatꢀIꢀhaveꢀseenꢀthatꢀhasꢀpositivelyꢀimpactedꢀtheꢀproblemsꢀwasꢀ
whenꢀsomeoneꢀtookꢀtheꢀunilateralꢀdecisionꢀtoꢀlockꢀtheꢀgatesꢀforꢀaꢀperiodꢀofꢀ
aroundꢀaꢀmonthꢀandꢀaꢀhalfꢀinꢀ2015.ꢀTheꢀeffectꢀduringꢀthisꢀperiodꢀwasꢀstunninglyꢀ
positiveꢀand,ꢀwhileꢀIꢀdisapproveꢀofꢀtheꢀfactꢀthatꢀsomeoneꢀtookꢀactionꢀwithoutꢀ
consultingꢀtheꢀlocalꢀcommunity,ꢀtheꢀdropꢀinꢀlevelꢀofꢀcrimeꢀandꢀanti-socialꢀ
behaviourꢀ(combinedꢀwithꢀtheꢀaggressiveꢀattitudeꢀofꢀsomeꢀpeopleꢀwhoꢀthoughtꢀ
thatꢀIꢀwasꢀresponsibleꢀforꢀlockingꢀtheꢀgates)ꢀwasꢀenoughꢀtoꢀconvinceꢀmeꢀthatꢀtheꢀ
benefitꢀtoꢀthoseꢀwhoꢀborderꢀtheꢀalleywayꢀoutweighsꢀtheꢀminorꢀinconvenienceꢀ
causedꢀtoꢀpeopleꢀwhoꢀclaimꢀtoꢀuseꢀtheꢀalleyꢀway.ꢀ
ꢀ
Iꢀamꢀfurtherꢀconcernedꢀthatꢀthisꢀadditionꢀofꢀaꢀpublicꢀfootpathꢀwouldꢀincreaseꢀtheꢀ
useꢀofꢀtheꢀrouteꢀ(whenꢀpublishedꢀonꢀGoogleꢀMaps,ꢀetc.)ꢀwhichꢀwouldꢀleadꢀtoꢀanꢀ
increaseꢀinꢀtheꢀproblemsꢀexperienced.ꢀThisꢀwouldꢀalsoꢀincreaseꢀtheꢀrisksꢀcausedꢀ
byꢀtheꢀmixedꢀuseꢀofꢀtheꢀrouteꢀbyꢀcarsꢀandꢀpedestrians.ꢀThereꢀisꢀsimplyꢀnotꢀenoughꢀ
roomꢀforꢀbothꢀonꢀtheꢀdriveꢀwayꢀatꢀtheꢀsameꢀtime.ꢀ
ꢀ
Havingꢀheardꢀsomeꢀofꢀtheꢀcommentsꢀfromꢀpeopleꢀwhoꢀclaimꢀtoꢀuseꢀtheꢀalleywayꢀ
atꢀtheꢀtimeꢀofꢀtheꢀapplicationꢀinꢀ2015ꢀandꢀlearningꢀwhereꢀtheyꢀliveꢀinꢀrelationꢀtoꢀ
theꢀalleywayꢀIꢀquestionꢀwhetherꢀtakingꢀthisꢀrouteꢀsavesꢀthemꢀanyꢀsignificantꢀtimeꢀ
atꢀallꢀandꢀIꢀurgeꢀyouꢀtoꢀtakeꢀthisꢀintoꢀconsiderationꢀwhenꢀweighingꢀupꢀtheꢀrelativeꢀ
impactꢀuponꢀthoseꢀaffectedꢀnegativelyꢀwhoꢀborderꢀtheꢀalleyway.ꢀ



ꢀ
InꢀtheꢀinvestigationꢀofꢀthisꢀapplicationꢀIꢀwouldꢀexpectꢀthatꢀalternatives,ꢀsuchꢀasꢀ
introducingꢀgatesꢀandꢀkeysꢀtoꢀthoseꢀwhoꢀclaimꢀaccessꢀwouldꢀbeꢀinvestigatedꢀalongꢀ
withꢀtheꢀalternativeꢀofꢀintroducingꢀgatesꢀwhichꢀareꢀlockedꢀatꢀcertainꢀtimes.ꢀ
ꢀ
YoursꢀSincerelyꢀ
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